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Colombia’s Unlikely Advﬁéate 4

By Sam Losweaas

The $1 billion-plus Colomblan and-drug
package thet passed the U.S. Seqate [ast
ook has had a sming of unlikely advocstes;

- defense cantractors, oil companics, and
O Rupraseatatives of the Philip Morris Cot,
of '
mkm snd the Sonits to
pass the package, according  a GOP aide
tn the Senate and a former commitiee
saffer in the House.

The cigarete company's lobbyists said
that they were prossing the issuc at the
tequest of the Colombian government,

to the Hill staffers,

Philip Mormis did not return muliiple
calls saaking comineqr.

Bur Colomblag Ambassador Luis Alborto
Moreno denies that the tobscco company
wax acfing on hiy

“Nothing I {arther from the cruth,”

ays.

The Icgislation, proposed by the Clinton

——t  cmmm—_—

ennzcinc'ﬁ-msmqmin;uﬂmy
\ states clhim they have lost
bilions of dollars ns a result.
m[;ﬂwhumobmmhnmsimcm-
&1 2 mave 0o pre-ompt the suit, Philip
PMorrinnnnouncadianmhanlgnemt
with the Colombian ceatral government to
fight smuggling. o
'llwdmnl:;dlbuhmﬂmhbbn-
co company'’s lobbylws went 10 Capitol Hit
to discuss the Colombian anti-drug package,
socording 60 the two congrossional staffers.

“The lobbyists madc the case that the package
would curb ciguetic stauggling and also dis-
cussed the importance of the Colombian
market to the company's busincss,

“It scems pretty clear 1o me that they are
trying to gct in good with the Colombian
government because of thoao luwauits,”
says Ross Hammond, a Latin American

elist with the Campaign for Tobaceo-

ree K"h!“l’x'ey. D.Cl;bbn.ﬁyd ;l:;;moking
group. arc ing that by
dolng the Colombizn federal gavernment s

favor that pressure e be brought on the
seates fo drop the suic”

Ambassador Moreno says that the sug-
gostion of a behind-the-scenus deal with
Philip Morris is “absolutely falss ™

Moreno says he did talk with Philip
cigarcee aod
be pevar aked them to lobby for the aid
package. He acknowledges uhnf::hor
caompanics, through the U:;—‘C:.umbh

Iuihs?nu-ﬂ&
Lawyers from y Yock office of

Speiser, Kratiso. Nolan & Geanlro, who ae
counsel @ tho Colombian states, that
they have st 00 deal with Philip aod
that the central government has no formal
authority to Intsrvens b Geir legal sction. &
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy of the foregoing MEMORANDUM OF LAW
OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA IN OPPOSITION TO

PHILIP MORRIS’ MOTION FOR REASSIGNMENT has been served by hand on this 18

day of August, 2000 on the following:

Craig A. Stewart, Esq.

ARNOLD & PORTER

399 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10022-4690

Counsel for Defendants
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DAVID HERNANDEZ




